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The Bates Library, Contoocook, N. H. 


by 
ROY THOMAS 


Extension Librarian, N. H. State Library 


he new Bates Library at Contoocook is truly a community enterprise. 

Most of the total cost of approximately $32,000 was provided from the 
estate of the late Richard W. Bates of Contoocook, while the site of the 
building on Route 103 was donated by the late Arthur Huntoon in memory 
of his uncle, Mr. Grosvenor Curtis. Part of the cost of the building will be 
paid by the town in return for the use of a room in the basement for storage 
purposes, and furnishings will be contributed by local residents. After many 
years of planning, Colonel T. G. Methven, Chairman, and the other members 
of the library board must feel a great satisfaction to see their efforts cul- 
minated in such attractive and efficient quarters. 

The 30’ by 40’ building is of cement block construction with brick veneer 
facing, and has a colonial style entrance. Just inside the door is a small ves- 
tibule to serve as a cloak room. The circulation desk will be in the center of 
the room facing the door so that Miss Jessie Gould, Librarian, will be able 
to see people coming and going, and be easily accessible to the patrons. The 
walls are painted a ravine green, with the upper part of the rear wall an 
attractive coral shade. The floor is gray and green asphalt tile laid over 
reinforced concrete, with five electrical outlets provided for lighting the 
tables. The woodwork is vanilla color, the ceiling of acoustical tile in egg- 
shell white. Lighting is provided by ten concentric ring fluorescent light 
fixtures suspended from the ceiling at regularly spaced intervals, plus large 
windows on three sides of the building. 

In the right rear corner of the library is a workroom 68” by 108”, with 
four tiers of shelves, and a wash basin and cupboard in the corner. The upper 
part of the partition between the workroom and the library proper is con- 
structed of glass to enable the librarian to see into the reading and circulation 
area. In the other rear corner is a door opening on the stairway leading to 
the basement, with a drinking fountain at the head of the stairs. 

The shelves, which are built against the walls on all sides to a height of 
76", are of stained plywood with a bleached finish. In all there is accommoda- 
tion for about 5,000 books on the stacks. On both sides of the entrance are 
magazine racks of the same material as the shelves, the backs finished to 
double as bulletin boards. There is also a large bulletin board on one of the 
side walls. 
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Downstairs there is a rear entrance to the building and this door, like all 
the basement doors, is steel. A wash room is located near the rear entrance. 
One of the basement rooms is to be used as a vault for storing town records. 
The furnace room is equipped with an automatic oil burner for hot water 
heat, plus a large work sink. The largest room in the basement is an assembly 
room, with emergency exit, which will seat 75 people, and will be available 
for use by community groups. It should be a distinct asset to the cultural 
and social life of Contoocook. 

The Bates Library is a credit to the architect, Mr. Norman Randlett of 
Laconia, and to all those who were associated with him in the project. 





BOOKS ON ALASKA 


Compiled by Mrs. Esther M. Swift, Assistant Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Commission, Montpelier, Vermont 


ADULT 
* Starred items recommended for young people. 


*Adams, Ben. ALASKA: THE BIG LAND. Hill and Wang, 1959, $3.95. 
Description of climate, history, geography, industries and people. Travel and 
tourist information. 100 photos. 

*Burford, Virgil and Morey, Walt. NORTH TO DANGER. Day, 1954, $3.75. 
True adventure about deep-sea diving off Alaskan coast. Includes information 
about underwater life of the region. 

Carrighar, Sally. ICEBOUND SUMMER. Knopf, 1953, $3.95. 

Stories of wildlife, also information concerning flora, fauna, geology and 
geography of the area. 

Carrighar, Sally. MOONLIGHT AT MIDDAY. Knopf, 1958, $6.50. 
Excellent description of country, wildlife, people and customs. Good con- 
sideration of political and economic factors. 

Crisler, Lois. ARCTIC WILD. Harper, 1959, $4.95. 

18 months observing the climate and iia in the Brooks Range, and her 
experiences with both. 

*Day, Beth Feagles. GLACIER PILOT. Holt, 1957, $4.50. 

The story of Bob Reeve and the flyers who pushed back Alaska’s air frontiers. 
Excellent information about the development of air transport in the ’30’s. 
Gruening, Ernest H. STATE OF ALASKA. Random, 1954, $7.50. 

Governor from 1939 to 1953 writes history of territory from 1741 to present. 
Factually done history and thoughtful consideration of political and economic 
factors. 











Jenness, Diamond. DAWN IN ARCTIC ALASKA. University of Minnesota 
Pr., 1957, $4.75. 

Anthropologist to the 1913 Stefansson expedition recounts his observations 

and experiences with Eskimos, and contrasts present situation with past. 

Lomen, Carl J. FIFTY YEARS IN ALASKA. McKay, 1954, $4.00. 

Development of reindeer industry, by the largest promoter. Background of 

famous explorers, Eskimos, the gold rushes, and pioneer living in the tundra. 

McCracken, Harold. HUNTERS OF THE STORMY SEA. Doubleday, 1957, 
$4.50. 

History of Russian exploration and exploitation from 1740 to 1867. Interest- 

ing accounts of fur trapping, hunting and trading. 

Marshall, Robert. ARCTIC WILDERNESS. University of California Pr., 
1956, $3.75. 

Based on journals, letters, manuscripts covering ten years of exploration. 

Excellent narrative and interesting adventure. 

*Nelson, Klondy. DAUGHTER OF THE GOLD RUSH. Random, 1959, 
$3.50. 

Story of Gold Rush days to present. Excellent background material about 

economic and social development. 

Williams, Jay. ALASKAN ADVENTURE. Stackpole Co., 1952, $5.00. 

Autobiographical narrative about trapping, prospecting, exploring and survey- 

ing for half a century. Author spent 30 years with U. S. Forestry Service in 

Alaska and was Adjutant General of Alaska National Guard in World War II. 


JUVENILE 
Bleeker, Sonia. THE SEA HUNTERS. Morrow, 1951, $2.50. 


History, culture, manners, ceremonials and tribal customs of the Northwest 


Pacific Indians, both in the past and at present. 
Breetveld, Jim. GETTING TO KNOW ALASKA. Coward, 1957, $2.50. 


General information about country, the climate, the people, how they work, f 


play, live and learn. Up-to-date and currently accurate. 
Brewster, Benjamin. FIRST BOOK OF ESKIMOS. Watts, 1952, $1.95. 


Introduction to Eskimos, how they built their homes, fished, hunted, travelled, 


played their games and how they live today. 
Brindze, Ruth. STORY OF THE TOTEM POLE. Vanguard, 1951, $3.00. 
History, folklore, culture of the people as well as information about the totem 
pole, its origin, purpose, significance and the actual construction methods. 
Butler, Evelyn. ALASKA: THE LAND AND PEOPLE. Viking, 1957, $3.50. 
Authors spent 15 years as Supervisors of Indian Affairs. Realistic presentation 
of present-day Alaska, people, resources and problems. 80 excellent photos. 
Garst, Shannon. SCOTTY ALLAN, KING OF THE DOG TEAM DRIV- 
ERS. Messner, 1946, $2.95. 
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Fictionalized biography of one of Alaska’s best-known men. Adventurous, 
and gives some historical background as well as a great deal about sled dogs. 


Gillham, Charles E. BEYOND THE CLAPPING MOUNTAINS. Mac- 
millan, 1943, $3.00. 


Eight years a U. S. Government biologist in the Hooper Bay area, the author 
transcribes the legends and folk tales of the Innuits of Alaska. Whimsical and 
charming illustrations. 

Helmericks, Bud. ARCTIC HUNTER. Little, Brown, 1955, $3.00. 


Adventure story about the old Eskimo way of life as contrasted with present. 
Also gives insight into character and personality. 
Herron, Edward A. WINGS OVER ALASKA, The Story of Carl Eielson. 


DIAMOND OF ALASKA, Adventurer of the Far North. FIRST SCI- 
ENTIST OF ALASKA, William Healey Dall. Messner, $2.95 each. 


Each one of these is an excellent biography of a leading citizen in Alaska’s 
recent history. Factual but interestingly done by author, who has lived in 
Alaska for many years. 


Hewes, Agnes D. A HUNDRED BRIDGES TO GO. Dodd, Mead, 1950, 
$2.75. 

The story of the building of the Alcan Highway from the civilian contractors’ 

point of view. Gives climate, geography and terrain. 

Landru, Jack. SLED DOG OF ALASKA. Dodd, Mead, 1953, $2.95. 

Adventure story in Fairbanks area, by Alaskan author. Authentic sled dog 

racing information. 

Lindquist, Willis. CALL OF THE WHITE FOX. McGraw, 1957, $2.75. 

Adventure story of Eskimos. Wild animals of Tundra figure largely in the 

story. 

Lipkind, William. BOY WITH A HARPOON. Harcourt, 1952, $2.50. 

Story of an Eskimo boy, with a background of whale hunting and fishing. 

McCracken, Harold. BIGGEST BEAR ON EARTH. Lippincott, 1943, $3.00. 
FLAMING BEAR. Lippincott, 1951, $2.75. SENTINEL OF THE 
SNOWPEAKS. Lippincott, 1945, $2.75. SON OF THE WALRUS KING. 
Lippincott, 1948, $2.75. STORY OF ALASKA. Doubleday, 1956, $2.50. 
TOUGHY: BULLDOG OF THE ARCTIC. Lippincott, 1948, $2.75. 

All excellent material on animals, geographic and climatical conditions of 

Arctic Alaska. Very enjoyable reading as well. 

Marsh, Roy S. MOOG. Macrae, 1958, $2.95. 

Story of a young fur trader, the training of his giant sled dog and their adven- 

tures in northern Alaska. 

O'Neill, Hester. PICTURE STORY OF ALASKA. McKay, 1951, $3.00. 

Introduction to Alaska. Brief information on people, cities, industries, educa- 

tion, transportation and government. Marginal illustrations. 
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Pilgrim, Mariette S. ALASKA, ITS HISTORY, RESOURCES, GEOG. 
RAPHY AND GOVERNMENT. Caxton, rev. ed. 1954, $3.50. 
Readable text, excellent photographs, accurate and pertinent information at 
time of publication. Several times revised, probably will be again. 
Stefansson, Evelyn. HERE IS ALASKA. Scribner, 1943, $3.50. 
Comprehensive picture of this country of extremes, the old and new Indian 
and Eskimo mode of life, fishing, mining. Excellent photos by Fred Machetanz, 
Stefansson, Evelyn. WITHIN THE CIRCLE. Scribner, 1945, $3.50. 
Two chapters only on Alaska, but very worthwhile. Good information on 
Arctic in general. 
Tomkins, Stuart R. ALASKA. Fideler, rev. ed., 1958. 
Covers all aspects of geography, terrain, racial types, industries, hunting, 
fishing, trapping, communications, transportation and a final chapter on the 
probable future of Alaska. 

There are also some authors who have written several books with authentic 
background material which are interesting reading. Among these are: Mar- 
garet E. Bell, Kathrene Pinkerton, Bud and Constance Helmericks, West 
Lathrop, Fred and Sara Machetanz. In general most of the available juvenile 
material on Alaska is directed toward the middle and upper grades. 





HAWAII 


A selected buying guide for public libraries. 
Compiled by Mary Roy and Margery Stroud, New Hampshire State Library. 


ADULT 


Chickering, William H. WITHIN THE SOUND OF THESE WAVES. Har- 
court, 1941. 327 p. $5.00. 

Sub-titled “Story of the Kings of Hawaii,” containing a full account of the 

death of Captain Cook together with the Hawaiian adventures of George 

Vancouver and sundry other marines. 

Clark, Sydney Aylmer. ALL THE BEST IN HAWAII. Dodd, 1956. 370 p. 
$4.95. 

Guidebook, including information on travel to the islands and a short account 

of Hawaii’s history. 

Day, Arthur Grove. HAWAII AND ITS PEOPLE. Duell, 1955. 338 p. $5.00. 

Readable history covering discovery to the present. 

Henle, Fritz. HAWAII. Hastings House, 1948. 70 p. $5.50. 

Pictorial presentation of the islands and the people living on these islands. 

Kuykendall, Ralph Simpson. HAWAII: A HISTORY; from Polynesian 
kingdom to American commonwealth. Prentice-Hall, 1948. 331 p. $4.50. 
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Political, economic and social history. 


Smith, Bradford. YANKEES IN PARADISE; the New England impact on 
Hawaii. Lippincott, 1956. 376 p. $5.00. 


Account of missionaries from New England in Hawaii in first half of nine- 
teenth century. 


JUVENILE 
(The figures in parentheses refer to the approximate grade level.) 


Colum, Padraic. LEGENDS OF HAWAII. Yale University Press, 1937. 
220 p. illus. $4.50. 


Powerful imagination and richness of character and atmosphere mark this 
collection of stories from Hawaiian folklore adapted for children. 


Edelman, Lily. HAWAII, U.S. A. Nelson, 1954. 136 p. illus. map. $2.95. 


Chapters on home, work, and school are supplemented by more general 

material on Hawaii and the Hawaiians, told from the young person’s point of 

view. (6-9) 

Epstein, Sam and Beryl. FIRST BOOK OF HAWAII. Watts, 1954. 63 p. 
illus. maps. $1.95. 


The history, customs, and contemporary ways of living, working, and playing 

are woven into this informal story of the everyday life of a young islander. 

(5-8) 

Fergusson, Erna. LET’S READ ABOUT THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 
Fideler, 1955. 128 p. illus. $3.28. 


Many photographs increase the value of this book which provides a key to 

an understanding of how the history, geography and climate have influenced 

the lives of the people. (5-7) 

Harry, Robert R. SHARK BOY; an adventure in ancient Hawaii. Lothrop, 
1957. 249 p. illus. $3.00. 

Much information about life in ancient Hawaii, religious beliefs and super- 

stitions and bits of chants and poetry are skillfully blended in this exciting 

story. Other titles: SEA OF FIRE. 1958. $3.50. ISLAND BOY. 1956. $3.00. 

(3-7) 

Lipkind, William. BOY OF THE ISLANDS. Harcourt, 1954. 55 p. illus. 
$2.50. : 

Authentic information about pre-white-man Hawaiian life is intermingled 

with episodes of lively action in this well-told little story about an Hawaiian 

boy. (3-5) 

Lewis, Oscar. HAWAII, GEM OF THE PACIFIC. Random House, 1954. 
183 p. illus. map. $1.95. 

The story of the transformation of Hawaii from a primitive island kingdom 

to a flourishing, modern community. (5-9) 
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Smith, Bradford. ISLANDS OF HAWAII. Lippincott, 1957. 118 p. illus, 
maps. $2.75. 

Historical and contemporary picture of Hawaii. (7-9) 

Stone, Adrienne. HAWAIT’S QUEEN LILIUOKALANI. Messner, 1957, 
273 p. illus. $2.95. 

A semi-fictional biography of Hawaii’s last native ruler, which is packed with 

information on family customs and attitudes, political and economic history. 

(74+) 

Webb, Nancy and Jean Francis. HAWAIIAN ISLANDS; from monarchy to 
democracy. Viking, 1956. 262 p. illus. map. $3.95. 

Shows how the Hawaiians achieved the transformation from an ancient, iso- 

lated people to a modern community, taking into account Hawaiian customs 

and traditions. (7-9) 

Wheeler, Post. HAWAITAN WONDER TALES. Beechhurst Press, 1953. 
232 p. illus. $3.75. 

The folk legends of Hawaii and Pan-Polynesia, excluding the myths of the 

primal deities and the demigods, retold for children. (6-9) 





Vermont Library News 


FIRST ANNUAL DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER 
LIBRARY AWARD 


HE First Annual Dorothy Canfield Fisher Library Award of $5,000 in 

the form of requested books was presented to the Martha Canfield 
Memorial Library in Arlington, Vermont, on April 12, 1959. The Award was 
presented by Harry Scherman, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Book-of- 
the-Month Club, Inc., and accepted for the library by Mr. John Fisher. 

Mistress of Ceremonies was Miss Julia Shipman, Chairman of the Martha 
Canfield Memorial Library Board of Trustees. 

Speakers included Robert T. Stafford, Governor of Vermont, Emerson 
Greenaway, President of the American Library Association, and Mrs. William f 
H. Wills, Chairman of the Vermont Free Public Library Commission. Each 
of these speakers paid tribute to Dorothy Canfield Fisher and her untiring 
work to promote reading and to make books available, especially in Vermont. 
The unique significance of this Award was evident. Many distinguished guests 
shared the platform and many were also in the audience. 

Clifton Fadiman spoke about Dorothy Canfield Fisher as a personal friend | 
and co-worker for many years on the Book-of-the-Month Club Editorial f 
Board. Delightful personal reminiscences showed her warm and generous f 
nature, as well as the universality of her interests and her thinking. 


Mr. John Fisher graciously and appropriately accepted the Award for the 
Martha Canfield Memorial Library. 
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At the reception following the ceremonies there was an exhibit of the first 
books purchased with this Award and bearing the Dorothy Canfield Fisher 


Book Plate. 





NEW HAMPSHIRE TRUSTEES’ 


OFFICERS 


Attorney Mayland Morse, Jr., of Concord was elected President of the 
New Hampshire Library Trustees Association at its successful annual meeting 


in Concord on April 30th. 


Other officers elected were: First Vice-President, Dr. Harold Pierson, 
Hampton; Second Vice-President, Mrs. Margaret McCallum, Hanover; Sec- 
retary, Lawrence Rising, Andover; Treasurer, William Smith, Lebanon; 
Trustees, Mrs. Barbara Holden, Newport; Attorney William Lord, Gilford; 


Dr. Alice Normandin, Laconia. 





New Hampshire Trustees’ Officers 
—Left to right: William Lord, Dr. 
Alice Normandin, William Smith, 
Mrs. Margaret McCallum, Lawrence 
Rising, Mrs. Barbara Holden, May- 
land Morse, Jr. 





BOOK REVIEWS 


ADULT FICTION 


*Starred Items Recommended 
for Young People. 


ALAS, BABYLON. Pat Frank. Lippincott, 
$3.50. 
Everyone should read this: the story of a 
group of people who manage to survive 
in a radioactively “clean” area after World 
War II made a contaminated waste of 
most of the civilized world. It is plausible; 
it is realistic; it is powerful; and it is sus- 
pense right to the last sentence, but never 
morbid. One reads, convinced that survival 


is possible and that there can be decency 
in the midst of disaster. 


DARA THE CYPRIOT. Louis Paul. Simon 
‘and Schuster, $4.95. 


850 years before the birth of Christ, Jeze- 
bel, the Queen, ruled and Elijah, the 
Prophet, preached. These were rough and 
lusty times, and Dara’s story is interwoven 
with the threads of history. Maker of 
charms, philanderer, slave, confidante of 
the Queen, and finally a benefactor of the 
poor, Dara is both warmly human and 
colorful. 








DEAR AND GLORIOUS PHYSICIAN. 

Taylor Caldwell. Doubleday, $3.95. 
Lucanus, the Greek, had an inner knowing 
that “The Unknown God” was a god 
of infinite loving-kindness, goodness and 
mercy. In time this brought him to search 
out the truth of Christ and carry the 
Gospel to all the Gentile world. A beauti- 
ful and deeply moving story of “our most 
dear physician, Luke.” 


*THE DEVIL OF THE WOODS: A Col- 


lection of Thirteen Animal Stories. Paul 

Annixter. Hill & Wang, $3.00. 
Each of these stories is a gem of great 
beauty. Wise in the ways of both man and 
animal, the author has captured the very 
essence of the wild. Worthwhile addition 
to the sports and out-of-door collection. 
Excellent for young adult readers as well 
as older ones. 


THE FAR MOUNTAINS. Frank O’Rourke. 
Morrow, $4.95. 


The first half of the nineteenth century 
was an era of turbulence. The power of 
the old Spanish families crumbled and the 
U. S. acquired Texas and New Mexico; 
men loved, fought and died; Indians re- 
volted; Pike crossed the mountains; and 
Yankee traders opened old doors to new 
wealth. A fast moving novel, despite its 
almost epic nature. 


LAND BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS. 
Janice Holt Giles. Houghton, $3.75. 


The fourth in the Kentucky frontier stories 
centers around James Wilkinson, one-time 
Continental Army General, some - time 
scoundrel, and Cass Cartwright, ardent 
patriot and settler. Historically interesting 
are the efforts of the territory to detach 
from Virginia and become a separate state. 


THE PRIZE MASTER. Harvey Haislip, 

Capt. USN, Ret. Doubleday, $3.95. 
Midshipman at fourteen seems unbeliev- 
able, but it was true for the times. An 
interesting story of war at sea in the time 
of John Paul Jones. Ben Franklin appears 
briefly, as do many of the naval great of 
the day. Somewhat in the C. S. Forester 
mode. 





THE SCIENTISTS. Eleazer Lipsky, 

Appleton-Century-Crofts, $4.95. 
When the integrity of a well-known man 
is questioned, the results are always far 
reaching. This novel concerns the life of 
man accused of scientific piracy. Thorough- 
ly thought provoking, frequently frank, 
and extremely readable. 


THE SECRET WAYS. Alistair Maclean. 
Doubleday, $3.95. 


Communism is a strange reagent, and this 
is the story of its effect upon a British 
agent, a scientist, a lovely girl, some “prac- 
ticing” Communists, a few ex-Communists, 
and an “acting” Communist. Set in Hun- 
gary after the Budapest Uprising, this has 
thrills and chills, romance, and not a few 
deeper thoughts. 


SUMMER THUNDER. Willie Snow Eth- 
ridge. Coward-McCann, $3.95. 


Savannah in 1733 was struggling to stay 
established in the face of internal troubles 
on one hand and the Spanish in Florida 
on the other. Hester and Bart, young and 
turbulently in love, frequently disagree 
over the policies of the Royal Governor, 
James Oglethorpe. Fast moving story about 
an exciting period in history. 


VENETIA. Georgette 
$3.95. 


Venetia moves through the Regency Period 
with charm, wit, calm intelligence, and the 
capacity for intense love. The story has an 
effortless grace and effervescent sparkle 
typical of this author’s work. 


Heyer. Putnam, 


THE DELUGE. 
Merrill, $3.75. 


Madame de Pompadour said “aprés nous, 
le deluge” to Louis XV. This story centers 
around the two women who were the wives 
of his grandson, Charles, Duc de Berry, 
assassinated before the crown could be his. 
The lives of these two lovely women cov- 
ered a span of years which held four 
revolutions, three republics and two em- 
pires. Historically accurate, but never 
pedantic, this is a fast moving story of 
love and adventure. 


Muriel Elwood. Bobbs- 
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FOUR STORIES. Sigrid Undset, trans. by 
Naomi Walford. Knopf, $3.75. 


This is the first time these four stories 
have been published in English and they 
are perfect gems. Here is all the poignancy 
one finds in her longer works. The “little 
people” of Norway fifty years ago have a 
timelessness that is the author’s own. 


THE GOLDEN EAGLE. John Jennings. 
Putnam, $3.95. 


The two expeditions of Hernando de Soto 
form the historical framework for this 
novel. Luis Fuentes, man-at-arms, tells the 
story in the first person. The author has 
combined historical accuracy with vivid 
adventure, and added a touch of romance, 
to make a most readable story. 


THE HOUSE ON THE MOUND. August 

Derleth. Duell, Sloane and Pearce, $4.50. 
Sequel to BRIGHT JOURNEY (1940), 
this is about the latter years of Jane and 
Hercules Dousman. Historically accurate 
as a picture of the last frontier years in 
Wisconsin when the fur-trade was at ebb, 
the Indians being re-located further west, 
and the railroads pushing to the Missis- 
sippi. First millionaire of the Midwest, 
Hercules is fascinating both as fact and 
fiction. 


THE DEADLY LADY OF MADAGAS- 
CAR. C. V. Terry. Doubleday, $3.75. 


This is Frank Slaughter under a pseudo- 
nym. A real swashbuckling yarn of piracy 
in the heyday of the East India Company. 
Combined here are all the ingredients need- 
ful for romance, adventure and suspense. 


MY CARAVAGGIO STYLE. Doris Lang- 
ley Moore. Lippincott, $3.75. 


One of the outstanding Byron authorities 
of our time has turned out a most amus- 
ing light novel. The story’s central figure 
(himself a Lord Byron student!) deter- 
mines to write the lord’s burned memoirs. 
His machinations and difficulties, and an 
unexpected twist to the finale, make a most 
intriguing story. 

NINE COACHES WAITING. Mary Stew- 

art. Mill-Morrow, $3.50. 


Nine-year-old Comte Phillippe de Valmy, a 
crippled uncle, Linda the French-speaking 


English governess, and a lovely old cha- 
teau high in the Lac Leman region of mod- 
ern day France: these are the ingredients 
for this novel of mingled suspense and 
romance. Exciting and thoroughly enter- 
taining. 


THE PISTOL. James Jones. Scribners, 
$3.00. 


December 7, 1941 found Pfc. Richard Mast 
wearing a pistol for guard duty. The im- 
portance of retaining this pistol pushes the 
war entirely into the background. Into this 
short novel, the author has packed much 
the same feeling of emotion and tension as 
in FROM HERE TO ETERNITY. 


THE SEA IS RED. Scott O'Dell. Holt, 
$3.95. 


Fiction with a sound historical backbone. 
Haiti, always revolt-torn, and the Con- 
federacy’s sea-raider, the Alabama, make 
the setting for most of the story. Full of 
drama and action; seasoned with a light 
touch of romance. 


ADULT NON-FICTION 
Mr. Frank J. LILLIE 
Consultant for Special Services 
Free Public Library Commission 
Montpelier, Vermont 


DON’T WORRY ABOUT YOUR HEART. 
Edward Weiss, M.D. Random House, 
$3.95. 


As an authority in the field of psychoso- 
matic medicine Dr. Weiss is well qualified 
to give information about the effect of 
emotions on the heart. Here he discusses 
such matters as the causes of anxiety and 
ways to allay it, the problems of tensions 
and chronic fatigue, high blood pressure 
and the part that psychotherapy plays in 
the treatment thereof. Lastly, advice is 
offered to the person with a diseased heart. 
Case histories are cited throughout the 
book. 


EVELYN WAUGH, Portrait of an Artist. 

Frederick J. Stopp. Little, Brown, $4.00. 
To those familiar with Waugh’s works, this 
will be of special interest as the first sec- 
tion presents biographical details hitherto 
little known. The middle and main part of 
the book contains a careful analysis of 
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each of his novels and, finally, there is a 
general summing up, including an account 
of a personal ordeal suffered by Waugh in 
recent years. Appended are bibliographies, 
a glossary of persons and places, and an 
index. 


GETTING READY FOR TOMORROW. 
Charles M. Crowe. Abingdon, $2.75. 

It has been pointed out that one’s middle 

years are the time to start learning the art 

of growing old. To quote Robert Browning, 

“The best is yet to be, the last of life, for 


which the first was made.” Mr. Crowe does 
not attempt to deal with such questions as 
hobbies, places of retirement, etc., but 
rather handles the subject from the psy- 
chological and inspirational approach. Of 
interest to the growing segment of senior 
citizens. 


THE HAUNTED 
Edgar Allan 


Harper, $6.00. 


Taking its title from one of Poe’s poems, 
this latest biography of the gifted and 
tormented genius reflects the skillful, pains- 
taking touch of its distinguished author. 
From the time of his birth in Boston in 
1809 to his death in the charity ward of a 
Baltimore hospital in 1849, we witness the 
development of the artist and the deteriora- 
tion of the man. Fortunately, time has 
illuminated the former and dimmed the 
latter. Illustrations, bibliography, and in- 
dex. 


PALACE, A Life of 
Poe. Frances Winwar. 


*IN ALL LOVE AND HONOR, The 
Autobiography of a Marriage. Scudder 
M. Parker. Abingdon, $2.95. 


Been having trouble with your cynicism 
lately ? If so, we suggest that you read this 
heart-warming account of a family of 
seven which started in the city but is now 
farming in northeastern Vermont. The joys 
and sorrows, triumphs and tragedies, a full 
gamut of family experiences is recorded 
here in extremely readable style. At the 
risk of sounding trite we’ll venture the 
opinion that most readers will finish this 
book feeling better about life in general. 
Recommended for all libraries. 


12 





JOURNEY TO THE BEGINNING. Edgar 
Snow. Random House, $5.00. 


This roving correspondent retraces his steps 
through thirty years of travel which took 
him over wide areas of Asia and Europe. 
In the process he comes up with shrewd 
interpretations of world political develop- 
ments and stories of personal encounters 
with the great, near great, and just ordi- 
nary people. Snow states that no foreign 
policy is greater than the domestic system 
which inspires it, and does not hesitate to 
point a finger at our own flaws. Index. 


MAIN STREET, U.SS.R. Irving R. Le- 
vine. Doubleday, $4.50. 


In his capacity as N.B.C.’s Russian cor- 
respondent, Levine has travelled thousands 
of miles throughout the vast reaches of the 
Soviet Republic. In each of the twenty-six 
chapters of the book he covers a different 
aspect of life there including collective 
farms, education, censorship, etc. Written 
in answer to many questions asked by 
Americans, this is a down to earth, every- 
day sort of record which reveals some 
basic similarities of the two peoples. Photo- 
graphs. 


MOUNT HOPE, A New England Chron- 

icle. George Howe. Viking, $5.00. 
The colorful history of Bristol, Rhode 
Island, located at the foot of Mount Hope, 
related by a native son, descendant of one 
of its founding families. Central to the 
theme is the story of the De Wolfe family 
which has sired such notables as the Colts, 
the Barrymores, the De Wolf Hoppers, in 
addition to the Howes. The author honestly 
admits that there were crooks as well as 
preachers in the line. Whaling, privateering, 
slave trading, and the like, form part of 
this lively drama. 


OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS. Earle W. 
Gage. Popular Mechanics, $2.95. 
To the man who has built himself an out- 
door fireplace is now presented the op- 
portunity of adding an outdoor living room 
to go with it. He’ll find all the answers in 
this latest book; landscaping, drainage, 
flooring, furniture, and so on. Even recipes 
for some tasty outdoor meals are added. 
Many illustrations and plans, as well as 
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a list of manufacturers of this type of 
equipment. 


THE PAGEANT OF ELIZABETHAN 
ENGLAND. Elizabeth Burton. Scribners, 
$3.95. 

Intimate details of the manners and cus- 

toms of the first Elizabethan age make this 

a diverting account, albeit a rather short 

one. The houses, food and drink, medicines, 

pastimes, gardens, down to the cosmetics 
and perfumes of the exciting era are de- 
scribed. The author has a bit of fun draw- 
ing some parallels with the present reign. 

Excellent drawings, plus bibliography, 

sources and index. 


THE PANE OF GLASS. John Bartlow 
Martin. Harper, $6.00. 


A much needed book dealing with the sub- 
ject of what has been termed “one of our 
nation’s best concealed failures,’ mental 
illness. First, we are taken to the Colum- 
bus State Hospital in Ohio and shown the 
remarkable progress being made there de- 
spite lack of money and personnel. Second, 
we are given a grim picture of the general 
state and private mental hospital systems 
today and how they got this way. Third, 
we learn of the new approaches to mental 
illness through psychiatric research and are 
made aware of the public’s responsibility 
in the program. Bibliography and index. 


ROOM BY ROOM, A Guide to Wise 
Buying. Kay Hardy. Funk & Wagnalls, 
$3.50. 

All manner of helpful suggestions are 
proffered to the home builder, buyer, or 
renter in this new book by the well-known 
homemaking expert. Starting with general 
points to be considered, such as location, 
etc., she follows through with advice on 
the planning of each room. Color schemes, 
fabrics, furnishings, floor plans and equip- 
ment are included, with instructions also 
furnished to the do-it-yourselfer. Check- 
lists, budgets, diagrams, and photographs 
aid materially. 


SECRET MISSIONS OF THE CIVIL 
WAR. Philip Van Doren Stern. Rand 
McNally, $5.00. 

All devotees of Civil War literature will 

welcome this collection of “first-hand ac- 

counts by men and women who risked 


their lives in the underground activities for 
the North and the South,” arranged in 
chronological sequence with supplementary 
information by the author. Much of the 
material comes from records just recently 
released from the National Archives. Short 
surveys of each year of the War, inter- 
spersed through the book, help the reader 
to keep in mind the whole picture of the 
conflict. 


SHE HAD A MAGIC, The Story of Mary 
Slessor. Brian O’Brien. Dutton, $4.00. 


This dynamic mite of a Scottish woman 
spent the years from 1876 to 1915 carrying 
the gospel to the tribes of western Africa. 
Never one to adhere strictly to accepted 
rules, she zealously spread the Christian 
teachings even to the point of a good clout 
on the head, when the occasion demanded. 
She succeeded in abolishing many barbaric 
practices and was instrumental in the 
emancipation of African women. Perhaps 
a little too dramatic in spots but, on the 
whole, apparently genuine. 


THE WILL TO DOUBT. Bertrand Rus- 

sell. Philosophical Library, $2.75. 
Many will disagree with some of the be- 
liefs of this famous skeptic but few will 
deny that he does propound some ideas 
that make a lot of sense, like his statement 
that “If a leisured population is to be 
happy, it must be an educated population.” 
This little book contains an even dozen 
essays on present day concepts, some 
sharply barbed, others more conciliatory, 
but all the products of a non-conformist 
mind. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 


by 
Emi. W. ALLEN, JR. 
Assistant State Librarian 
Concord, N. H. 


GABRIEL WRINKLES. Charles Doughtie, 
ill. by Charles Saxon. Dodd, $2.75. 


Gabriel was in a dreadful predicament! 
Born into a bloodhound family, distin- 
guished for its prisoner-tracking abilities, 
Gabriel had hay fever and couldn’t smell 
a thing. His father, Hercules Bullbellow, 
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was quite disdainful and even said, “That 
Gabriel would need a seeing-eye dog to 
find his own supper!” Disconsolate, Gabriel 
keeps trying and eventually succeeds in 
becoming the hero of the kennels. Particu- 
larly appropriate illustrations accompany 
this delightful tale. The concluding sentence 
rates an accolade as a punch line with real 
punch. 


HOUSES FROM THE SEA. Alice E. 
Goudey, ill. by Adrienne Adams. Scrib- 
ner, lib. ed. $2.95. 


The exciting world of seashells comes to 
vibrant life in Mrs. Goudey’s beautifully 
descriptive prose. Appealing primarily to 
the vivid imaginations of most children, 
she gives some suggestions of every day 
objects each shell resembles—knowing this 
will encourage the reader to carry this idea 
still further. Ideal for stimulating children 
to begin their own collections of seashells. 


THE LITTLEST BEAR. 
Dutton, lib. ed. $2.50. 


Using the little bear, his mother, and his 
friends, the author shows her small readers 
the value of thinking things through in 
order to make the correct decisions and 
avoid dangerous situations. Written with 
considerable appeal, it is probable that the 
lesson will be absorbed without conscious 
knowledge of the fact. Full of suspense 
and charmingly illustrated, this book is the 
logical first step toward independent think- 
ing for any youngster. 


Inez Hogan. 


THE BIGGEST HAT IN THE WORLD. 


Robin & Billie King. Dutton, lib. ed. 

$2.25. 
Imagine a hat so unusual that it makes 
its wearer somebody special. One so huge 
that it won’t even fit through an ordinary 
doorway. Probably the most fascinating 
feature of the biggest hat in the world is 
that Tris can take a shower wearing it 
and not even get wet. Finally, to the relief 
of all, Tris sheds his strange headgear with 
the knowledge that reality loses its charm. 
Very lively and humorous. 


MY NAME IS . _... Lois Baker Muehl, 
ill. by Alden A. Watson. Holiday, lib. ed. 
$2.95. 

Employing the device of 26 children’s 

names to accompany the letters of the 





alphabet, Mrs. Muehl presents a whimsical 
game of letters and their sounds. Each of 
the characters expresses his aspirations with 
a maximum and very clever use of that 
particular letter with all possible inflec- 
tions. Lovely pastel drawings of highly 
imaginative and often whacky situations 
add to the appeal of this outstanding book. 
Lots of fun and educational, too. 


LET IT RAIN! Dorothy Koch, ill. by 

Helen Stone. Holiday, lib. ed. $2.95. 
A practical book of what-to-do when it’s 
pouring outside and you have to stay in 
all day. “Oh, misery, misery, misery,” most 
children will say—echoed feelingly by their 
mothers. A rainy day can be a wonderful 
day and the author tells you why. Bubble- 
blowing, tea-partying, and painting are 
some of her suggestions. There are even 
ideas of fun in the rain for the properly 
attired. Large type useful for beginning 
readers. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 
CuarLes D. MAvrer, Jr. 
Extension Librarian 
Keene Branch, N. H. State Library 


ELEPHANT CARGO. Winifred G. Ham- 
mond. Coward-McCann, $2.75. 


Van Armour, aged twelve, accompanies his 
father to Siam to pick up a load of animals 
bound for America by freighter. After per- 
suading his father to buy a rather sickly 
young elephant for him, Van finds that 
being nurse to an elephant involves un- 
anticipated problems, such as sleeping in 
the hold. Obtaining sufficient food supplies 
for the large animals when _ unforeseen 
delays occur during the ocean voyage 
homeward is another problem. 


FIRST UNDER THE NORTH POLE. 


William R. Anderson, Commander, 
U.S.N. World, $2.75. 


What is a trip under the North Pole like, 
and why is it now important to be able 
to travel this way? This book will answer 
the first question for young readers, many 
of whom are acquainted with the principle 
of following great circle routes, the an- 
swer, of course, to the second question. 
The Arctic Ocean is for obvious reasons 
one of the least explored areas of the 
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world, and the voyage of the Nautilus un- 
covered new facts about it as well as dis- 
proving older theories. Photographs, maps, 
and diagrams amply supplement this ac- 
count of the historic ninety-six hour trip. 


THE REALLY REAL FAMILY. 4delen 
Doss. Little, $2.75. 


When Elaine and her sister Diane got off 
the plane from Hawaii, their reception 
committee included three new sisters and 
four brothers in addition to their new 
parents. Fitting in with this group was not 
too difficult for Diane and Elaine, except 
for the problems posed by little Laura’s 


jealousy. Informal snapshots add to this 
warming account of a truly unusual family. 


SCHOOLROOM IN THE PARLOR. Re- 
becca Caudill. Winston, $2.95. 


It was common practice in the Kentucky 
hill country of forty years ago for school 
sessions to end just before Christmas, with 
vacation extending through the winter and 
spring seasons. Althy Fairchild, who was 
fourteen, held classes at home one winter 
for her brother Chris and their three 
younger sisters, with happy results in this 
family story. Girls, especially, will enjoy 
this sequel to three of the author’s previous 
titles. 


SHOW ME THE WORLD OF ASTRON- 
OMY; SHOW ME ... . ELECTRON- 
ICS; SHOW ME ... MODERN AIR- 
PLANES; SHOW ME SPACE 
TRAVEL. Julian May. Pennington 
Press, $2.95 each. 


Four titles introduce a new series which 
offers additional material in the area of 
science and technology. The author’s back- 
ground of popular science writing results 
in a coverage which is factually accurate 
and succinct, with numerous clear and 
informative illustrations which enhance 
usefulness. The contents, sixty pages, ap- 
pear rather slight for the price charged, 
with a necessity for early rebinding fol- 
lowing average use. Many librarians may 
prefer to bypass this series to purchase 
other good material available in these 
subject areas. 


A WORKSHOP OF YOUR OWN. Martha 
Lincoln and Katharine Torrey. Hough- 
ton, $2.50. 


Ten basic tools, an appropriate place to 
set up a shop, and wooden items made 
easily and inexpensively can be the nuclei 
for a beginner’s activity with woodwork- 
ing. The authors, retired schoolteachers 
who have a Bantam Workshop in Concord, 
Massachusetts, have tested their ideas and 
instructions in actual practice with younger 
children. As an excellent presentation of 


material in a subject area rather sparse in 
books for this age level, this title will re- 
ceive an immediate warm welcome from 
readers of age nine and older, and from 
parents of younger children down into 
pre-school. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Mrs. RACHEL SANBORN 


Extension Librarian, Exeter Branch 
N. H. State Library 


LIFE IS A JOURNEY. Gertrude E. Fin- 
ney. Longmans, $3.50. 


The Simmonds family plans a happy sum- 
mer together after Stanley returns home 
from Korea, but when they are asked to 
board Sylvia Lamont, an unhappy and 
lonely heiress, everything changes. Her 
desperate unhappiness and _ changeable 
moods, Stanley’s adjustment to civilian 
life, and a devastating forest fire bring 
unexpected experiences for the whole fam- 
ily. However, they all share the love and 
understanding of good family living, and 
Sylvia finds happiness helping others. 


ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY. Clara Ing- 
ram Judson. Follett, $3.45. 
A- graphic account of one of the greatest 
navigation accomplishments in history 
which brings to reality the ideas which 
have been growing ever since the early 
explorers saw the possibility and impor- 
tance of such a seaway. This is the story 
of the men and machines which have made 
this great project possible, the difficulties 
which were surmounted, and the impor- 
tant significance of two great nations 
cooperating on a great peacetime project. 
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SIX AGAINST CRIME. darry Edward 
Neal. Messner, $3.50. 


The activities of the six law enforcement 
agencies of the Treasury Department are 
described by a retired Assistant Chief of 
the Secret Service who writes from his own 
experiences and those of the men with 
whom he worked. These agencies include 
the Secret Service, Bureau of Customs, 
Bureau of Narcotics, Intelligence Division, 
Coast Guard, and the Alcohol and Tobacco 
Tax Division all working with endless 
effort, courage and efficiency to enforce 
laws, protect citizens and bring law evaders 
to justice. 


STONEWALL’S COURIER. Virginia 
Hinkins. Whittlesey House, $3.00. 


Charles Randolph, sixteen and small for 
his age, is afraid the Civil War will end 
before he has a chance to get into the 
fighting. He rides off on his brother’s high- 
spirited horse, planning to find his brother 
and leave the beautiful hunter with him. 
His size and inexperience soon cause many 
troubles, but his courage and determina- 
tion are rewarded when he is appointed 
courier for Stonewall Jackson. Based on 
facts, and good reading for Junior High 
boys. 


STORMY. Jim Kjelgaard. Holiday House, 
$2.95. 


A favorite author gives us another touch- 
ing story of a boy and his dog. Alan 
Marley, trying to rescue an injured mallard 
duck, receives unexpected help from a 
stray black dog. Finding this huge mon- 
grel to be part retriever and a natural 
hunter, Alan trains him to help on the 
trap-lines. A story of hunting and trapping 
in the wilderness, but also a story of kind- 
ness and understanding as Alan and 
Stormy weather both storms and troubles. 


WINGS OVER ALASKA. Edward A. 
Herron. Messner, $2.95. 


Carl Ben Eielson learned to fly during the 
first World War, did stunt flying after the 


war and finally pioneered aviation ig 
Alaska in the summer of 1923. After ac 
cepting an offer to teach in Fairbanks, h 
thought his flying days were over, but it 
was here that he met his real challenge, 
Businessmen interested in faster mail and 
travel service purchased a plane and hired 
Ben as pilot, establishing the first com- 
mercial flights to mining camps and the 
mail routes. Without maps or weather 
reports he led an exciting but uneasy life 
and his courage and achievements brought 
him great honor as the “Father of Alaskan 
Aviation and Mail Service.” 


THROUGH THE FROZEN FRONTIER, 

George J. Dufek. Harcourt, $3.25. 
The exploration of Antarctica from the 
dangerous explorations of the early 1800's 
and the great polar race between Roald) 
Amundsen and Robert Scott in 1911, to 
the great IGY Operation Deep Freeze hag 
been told in this account of courageous 
men and daring expeditions. Detailed de-) 
scriptions of planning and establishing a’ 
modern Antarctic base, how the men live, 
scientific data and the future of the 
“frozen frontier.” Well illustrated with 
photographs. 


THE VOYAGE OF THE JAVELIN, 
Stephen W. Meader. Harcourt, $2.95. | 


Bob Wingate had watched the clipper! 
ship Javelin being built in a shipyard at 
Portsmouth, N. H., and was eagerly look- 
ing forward to launching day on thé 
Fourth of July. He hoped some day to go 
to sea, but by a piece of luck and somé 
quick thinking it came sooner than ex- 
pected. Captain Sprague signed him of 
as ship’s boy and he sailed on the 
Javelin’s maiden voyage which carried him 
around to California, north to trade furs 
with the Indians, on to China for a cargo 
of tea for London, and then home after 
year on the high seas. An exciting story 
of clipper ship days with considerable loca 
interest. 








